Early Years Vocabulary Progression
Vocabulary EXPLICITLY taught in Early Years
	Preschool
	Reception

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

	good morning, goodbye, hello, thank you, please, wash hands, family, kindness happy, sad, calm, loved, angry, scared, sorry, mum, dad, brother, sister, grandma, granddad, baby
	Red and green thoughts, relax, breathe, taking turns, sharing, choice, consequence, rules, feelings, pants,  right, wrong, friend, health, healthy, friendship, shy, lonely,  differences, similarities, toddler, teenager, adult

	Physical Development

	Space, race, running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping, climbing, throw, catch, kick, ball
	 obstacle, balance, tag rugby, hockey, athletics, gymnastics, cricket, wave, bounce, goal, net, hurdle, avoid, racquet

	Literacy

	Book, story, words linked to core books, nursery rhymes and poems, common nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs -tier 1 words
	title, author, illustration, blurb, page, turn, words linked to core books, nursery rhymes and poems, tier 1 words

	Mathematics

	number names to 20, count, forwards, backwards, five frame, take away, long, short, tall, heavy, light, full, empty, today, rectangle, circle, square, triangle, over, under, next to, behind, pattern, flat, straight, later, 2D shapes-rectangle, circle, square, triangle, quicker, slower, day, night, morning, afternoon
	Number names to 100, subitise, order, compare, one more, one fewer, equal to, add, plus, altogether, total, minus, subtraction, number sentence, number bond, part, whole, double, half, share, unequal, odd, even, ten frame, part, whole, measure, wide, narrow, length, height, weight, capacity, half full, time, earlier, before, after, first, next, tomorrow, yesterday, evening, days of the week, months of the year, seasons, hour, minutes, time, 3D shapes – cuboid, cube, sphere, cone, cylinder, prism, pyramid, curved, between, above, beneath, repeat

	Understanding the World

	long ago, past, old, new, school grounds, local area, country, hill, water, sea, river, world, weather, shop, farm, house, town, city, village, soil, forest, beach, day/night, measure, grow
	locality, community, Earth, ocean, capital, season, climate, mountain,  volcano, earthquake, cliff,  coast, land, food, Equator, North Pole, South Pole, Arctic, Antarctic, North, South, East, West, map, globe, key, symbol, observe, chart, record, describe, experiment, question, enquiry, senses, material,  similarities, differences, group, life-cycle, humans, living thing, creatures, habitat
look closely, watch, touch, feel, smell, listen, same, different, compare, ask questions, record, sort, group

	Working scientifically
Observe, watch, touch, feel, smell, listen, same, different, compare, ask questions, record, sort, group

	Plants - plant, leaf, stem, branch, root, bark, flower, petal, seed, berry, fruit, vegetable, bulb, plant, hole, dig, water, weed, grow, shoot, die, dead,soil, names of plants they grow

	Plants -tree, bush, herb, names of plants they see

	Living Things and their habitats - natural, plant, animal, leaves, seeds, conkers, acorns, twigs, bark, shells, feathers, pebbles, stones, same, different, pattern, plant, leaf, stem, branch
	Living Things and their habitats - plant, tree, bush, flower, vegetable, herb, weed, animal, names of plants and animals they see, name of a contrasting environment (e.g. beach, forest)

	Animals including Humans- egg, chick, bird, caterpillar, cocoon, chrysalis, butterfly, frog spawn, tadpole, froglet, frog, grow, change, die, names of animals and their
young, fur, feathers, scales, tail, wings, beak, claws, paws, hooves, swim, walk, run, jump, fly, patterns, spots, stripes, grow, change,
baby, toddler, child, adult, old person, smell, taste, touch, feel, hear, see, blind, deaf
	Animals including Humans - names of animals, live, on land, in water, jungle, desert, North Pole, South Pole, sea, hot, cold, wet, dry, snow, ice, hair (e.g. black, brown,
dark, light, blonde, ginger, grey, white, long, short, straight, curly), eyes (e.g. blue, brown, green, grey), skin (e.g. black, brown, white),
big/tall, small/short, bigger/smaller, baby, toddler, child, adult, old person, old, young, brother, sister, mother, father, aunt, uncle,
grandmother, grandfather, cousin, friend, family, boy, girl, man, woman

	Seasonal Changes- grow, shoot, die, dead, egg, chick, bird, caterpillar, cocoon, chrysalis, butterfly, frog spawn, tadpole, froglet, frog, grow, change, die, names of animals and their
young 
	Seasonal Changes
spring, summer, autumn, winter, seasons, sunny, cloudy, hot, warm, cold, shower, raining, storm, thunder, lightning, hail, sleet, snow, icy, frost, puddles, windy, rainbow, animals, young, plants, flowers

	Materials - mix, stir, cook, hot, oven, microwave, change, burn, melt, hard, runny, set, freeze, freezer, cold, blended, hard, soft, bendy, stiff, wobbly, wood, plastic, paper, card, fabric
	Materials -ice, water, frozen, icicle, snow, melt, wet, cold, slippery, smooth, big, bigger, biggest, smaller, smaller, smallest, hard, soft, bendy, rigid,wood, plastic, paper, card, metal, strong, weak, hot, apply heat, waterproof, soggy, not waterproof, best, change, change back

	Light -light, torch, bulb, lamp, spotlight, shiny, bright, brighter, brightest, Sun, shine, glow, mirror
	Light -Sun, sunny, light, shadow, shady, clouds, torch, see-through, not see-through, source, light source

	Forces -object, float, sink, water, up, down, top, bottom, push, pull, magnet, spring, squash, bend, twist, stretch, turn, spin, smooth, rough, fast, slow
	Forces -float, sink, up, down, top, bottom, surface, move, roll, drop, fly, turn, spin, fall, fast, slow, faster, slower, fastest, slowest, further, furthest, wind, air, water, blow, bounce

	Sound -sound, noise, loud, quiet, high, low, music, bang, blow, pluck, soft, hard, fast, slow, names of instruments
	Sound -sound, noise, listen, hear, music, voices, bird song, traffic, sirens, thunder, high, low, loud, quiet, soft, volume, crackle, thunder, hum, buzz, roar

	Electricity -battery, plug, socket, electricity, wire, sound, light, move

	Earth and Space- Sun, Moon, Earth, star, planet, sky, day, night, space, round, bounce, float

	Expressive Arts and Design

	High, low, fast, slow, loud, quiet, bells, drum, song, listen, clean, germs, cut, bake, mix, short, long, colour, shiny, pencils, crayons, felt pens, glue, paint, soft, hard, flat, paint, scissors, sellotape, chalk
	beat, rhythm, singing voice, audience, tune, triangle, maraca, tambourine, healthy and cut, wool, thread, build, connect, link, join, tall,  strong, turn, fringe, collage, texture, dance, , patterned, rough, smooth, , masking tape, hole punch, clay, pastels
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