UKS2 Topic: Earliest Civilisations: The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China Block A: The Shang Timeline

	Session 2 When was the Shang Dynasty?                                                   

	National 

Curriculum
	History: Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study; Chn should undertake an in-depth study of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China.

	Teaching 
Objectives
	To create a double page spread demonstrating their research of the Shang Dynasty.

	National 

Curriculum
	Maths:  Chn should interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and backwards with positive and negative whole numbers, including through zero; Chn should multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts.

	Teaching 
Objectives
	To place dates on a timeline into negative numbers BCE.

	Resources

Timeline templates; Dates of Shang kings, Roman emperors and 20th British monarchs.
	Weblinks
http://video.travelchinaguide.com/music/000545.htm - Chinese music from the Song Dynasty CE 420-589; http://www.britroyals.com/timeline.asp  - Timeline of British monarchy and history;
http://www.tribunesandtriumphs.org/roman-empire/timeline-of-roman-emperors.htm - Timeline of Roman emperors; http://asianhistory.about.com/od/chinatimelines/a/shangdynastyemperors.htm - Shang kings timeline.

	Whole class: Play the Chinese music clip again and ask chn whether they remember how old it is? (1500 years) How long before this music was the Shang Dynasty? (Another 1500 years). So how long ago was the Shang? (3000 years). Explain that it's often easier to imagine that time by thinking about how many greats they'd need to put to get to their ancestor that was alive at that time. How could we work that out? (Count the generations – ask chn what age women usually have their first child, that's a generation. Choosing 30 would make the sum easier!). How many times does 30 go into 3000? (100) Get the class to do 100 greats before grandmother. Ask chn: how many of them know their grandparents? How many know their great-grandparents? How about great-great-grandparents? So there's no way of knowing your 100 greats-grandparents. Luckily we do know about some people that lived long ago – the rulers. Model marking the dates of our recent kings and queens on the timeline (session resource). Give out hard copies of the timeline to each child and get them to reproduce what you've just done. 

Then ask them to do the same with Roman emperors using the dates supplied (session resource). Make a point of discussing the dates of Augustus Caesar, whose rule straddled BCE-CE dates. You may want to model putting the dates on the Roman Emperor timeline for some children, while others will have got the hang of it and can go off and do it by themselves. Start putting the timelines up on different walls - 20th century monarchs on one side of the room, Roman emperors on the back wall and Shang kings will go on the third. Once all chn have completed the Roman emperor timeline, either with help or on their own, get them back together again to complete the Shang king timeline. Emphasise that this is BCE so the dates go the other way! If some chn get this, send them off to complete it on their own and support other chn to mark the dates accurately. 

	Activity – children to produce a double page spread of their Shang Dynasty research

	Plenary

	Explain that there are dynasties of rulers known that can fill the gaps between these dynasties. Ask chn, why do you think the names of rulers are written down and remembered? 

	Outcomes

	Children will:
· Work out how long ago the Shang Dynasty existed
· Know more about the dynasties and of the BCE Shang Dynasty
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