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Green turtle factsheet
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   Length: 80 - 150 cm
   Weight: 65 - 136.2 kg
   Status: Endangered (EN) on 

the IUCN Red List
Green turtles cannot mate and lay their own eggs until they reach sexual maturity. The age at which green turtles reach sexual maturity ranges from 26 to 40 years old. When an adult green turtle reaches sexual maturity, it will migrate to its breeding grounds to reproduce. These breeding grounds are always in the area where the turtle hatched years before. Amazingly, some green turtles in Brazil migrate around 2,250 kilometres to get to their nesting site on Ascension Island! 
[image: image3.jpg]



Green turtles mate in the sea just offshore from the nesting beaches. After mating, the female green turtle goes onto the beach at night and digs a large nest. She then normally lays between 100 and 150 eggs before covering up the nest with sand to hide the eggs. The female will return to this beach to breed every two to five years, laying up to nine clutches each breeding season. Incubation of the eggs takes between 45 and 70 days. The temperature at which the eggs incubate will determine the sex of the hatchlings. A nest temperature of 29°C produces a mix of males and females, at a ratio of about 50:50. At higher temperatures, there will mostly be females (at a certain temperature they will all be female), and at cooler temperatures the nest will contain mostly males (at a certain temperature they will all be male).
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Hatchlings break out of their eggs using a special hooked 'egg tooth', and move towards the sea. They know where to go as the light over the sea is brighter than the natural light over the land, so they head towards the brighter horizon. When there are buildings on the beach with lights, this can confuse the hatchlings, as the light coming from these buildings is brighter than the natural light over the sea. Therefore, the hatchlings head towards the buildings instead of the sea. The tiny hatchlings, which are only around five centimetres long, are at risk from a lot of predators, such as ghost crabs and birds on the beach, or sharks and dolphins in the water. 
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Once hatchlings reach the sea, they grow into juveniles. Juvenile green turtles are thought to live in the ocean. However, it is not really known exactly where they go. Juveniles normally have an omnivorous diet, commonly feeding on jellyfish, molluscs, sponges and sea grass.
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Once the juveniles have grown into adults, they are found in specific feeding areas. These are shallow zones with lots of sea grass or marine algae to feed on. Unlike other marine turtles, adult green turtles are almost exclusively herbivorous. When these adults reach sexual maturity they will migrate to their breeding grounds to reproduce.
Threats
Green turtles face many threats. Both the eggs and adult turtles can be taken by humans to be eaten. Adult turtles can get caught in fishing nets and drown, as they cannot escape to get to the surface to breathe. Buildings on green turtle nesting beaches can prevent female turtles from laying their eggs. If adult females are scared by noises or bright lights when they go onto the beach to lay their eggs, they will return to the sea without laying. The lights from these buildings can also be fatal to green turtle hatchlings, as they head towards the light from the buildings instead of the sea. Juvenile green turtles can mistake plastic bags floating in the sea for jellyfish, and these bags end up blocking their intestines. 
There are some areas, though, where green turtles are protected from some of these threats. These are Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). MPAs are areas of the ocean in which activities such as fishing are reduced. These areas provide the turtles with some protection while feeding.  
Glossary

Algae - simple plants that lack roots, stems and leaves but contain the green pigment chlorophyll. Most occur in marine and freshwater habitats
Endangered - endangered species are those that are likely to become extinct

Herbivorous - eats only plants
Incubation - is when the eggs are kept warm so that they can develop 

Migrate - when animals move from one place to another. Species migrate for different reasons. It may be to do with seasons, with species migrating to escape cold, harsh winters. Some species, such as the green turtle, migrate from feeding grounds to breeding grounds
Molluscs - group of invertebrates including snails, slugs and octopus

Omnivorous - eats both plants and meat
Sexual maturity - the stage at which an animal is able to reproduce
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