Invaders and Settlers: Romans Information Sheet

Why and how the Romans successfully invaded Britain

In the year 55 BC, Julius Caesar was emperor of Rome.
The Romans wanted to expand their empire and gain more
lands for themselves. Julius Caesar and the Roman army
had conquered France not long before. The Britons (the
people of Britain) had helped France to fight against the
Romans. Caesar decided to try and conquer Britain foo. He
invaded Britain twice but both times
was forced to retreat.

It wasn't until the year 43 AD (nearly a hundred years after
Caesar’s first attempt) that the Romans managed to conquer

Britain. By this time, Claudius was emperor and he was keen
to show everyone how strong and powerful he was. He took
an army of 40,000 men to invade Britain and this time was
successful.

One of the reasons that the Romans were able to conquer lots of different lands

like Britain was because their army was so large, strong and well-organised.
There were two main types of soldiers:
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The Roman army was made up of legions which had around 5000 men. Legions
were organised in a very specific way:
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